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For much of the 1990s, starting up a business on the Internet offered young go-getters with a taste for risk the
fastest route to glittering prosperity. Our light-speed economy has made possible a new American dream, to
take an idea overnight from the kitchen table to hundreds of millions of dollars in market value. But the
desperate Internet entrepreneur knows every day, every night-- that the chances of success and survival
dwindle at the same rate as the cash evaporates. Make the right deals, announce the right products at the right
time, and the investors will beat down your doors with money. Falter, and the venture capitalists will eat you
alive. Michael Wolff was one of the first to see the potential of the Internet and one of the pioneers of new
media. As he labored to build his own company, Wolff, a former journalist, knew he had stumbled on the
seminal business story of the 1990s. "Burn Rate" is about the heart-in-your-throat struggles of being an
entrepreneur. It is about witnessing an industry being born: the founding of Wired magazine, the launch of
Time Warner's much-touted Pathfinder, the conflict between content centered on the East Coast and
technology on the West Coast, the rise of the search engines, the dominance and dysfunctionality of America
Online, and the thud of Microsoft stumbling and falling down on the Net. In the precarious world of the
Internet, where income is a rosy projection and profit little more than a hope and a prayer, a company is no
better than the confidence it radiates to its potential partners. After the freewheeling early years of the World
Wide Web, the financial prospects of fledgling Web businesses collectively dropped in one stunning month
when Wired, the most famous Internet company, failed to launch its stock. Wolff found himself at the head
of a rapidly expanding company with seven weeks of capital remaining, trapped between the insatiable needs
of his business and the chilling machinations of his investors. With the clock ticking, his only hope was to
strike a winning deal. With mordant wit, "Burn Rate" portrays life on the bleeding edge of capitalism-- a
realm where your savior, the venture capitalist, may also be your undoing. A Faustian figure, the venture
capitalist reveals to Michael Wolff the secret workings of business, as well as the human dimensions of how
companies are made, bought, and sold. But the price he asks in return is steep. He never risks too much of his
own money but makes sure that he will profit best and first from the entrepreneur's work. As Wolff builds his
business, you'll get to know the geeks, billionaires, weasels, and, of course, visionaries he meets along the
way. Louis Rossetto, the unemployed expat who creates Wired. Walter Isaacson, the prince of Time Warner,
who throws the resources of America's largest media company behind the Web. The boy investor, the "dumb
money" who backs Wolff's company. Halsey Minor, the executive recruiter who founds a publishing empire
on the Net. The CMP boys, the computer magazine publishers who are desperate to get into the Internet
game. Robert Maxwell's children, whose high-flying company is one of the first bubbles to burst on the
Internet. Even Barry Biller, who advises Wolff that getting in on the ground floor is good only if you're still
standing in the end. Wolff discovers, much to his own consternation, that his work, inspiration, and
imagination entitle him to no more than a minor share of his own company's potential wealth. And, in the
end, he may only be along for the ride.
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From reader reviews:

Tod Espitia:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive right now, people have
do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice
by means of surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a e-book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stay than other is
high. To suit your needs who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this specific Burn Rate :
How I Survived the Gold Rush Years on the Internet book as nice and daily reading book. Why, because this
book is usually more than just a book.

Larry Chaffin:

As people who live in often the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era and that is always change and move ahead. Some of
you maybe can update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you personally but the
problems coming to you is you don't know what one you should start with. This Burn Rate : How I Survived
the Gold Rush Years on the Internet is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because
book serves what you want and want in this era.

Phillip Hicks:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try
to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its protect may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in
the outside look likes. Maybe you answer is usually Burn Rate : How I Survived the Gold Rush Years on the
Internet why because the wonderful cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not
disappoint a person. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading
sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Jennifer Randolph:

Guide is one of source of know-how. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen require book to know the update information of year to year. As we know those textbooks
have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. With
the book Burn Rate : How I Survived the Gold Rush Years on the Internet we can get more advantage. Don't
someone to be creative people? To become creative person must prefer to read a book. Just choose the best
book that acceptable with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life by this book Burn Rate : How I
Survived the Gold Rush Years on the Internet. You can more inviting than now.
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