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Did Teddy Roosevelt really say that Maxwell House Coffee was “good to the last drop”? When did
Nashville become Music City U.S.A.? What led to the federal investigation of Columbia/HCA?

   Providing rare facts in reviewing Nashville’s past and present businesses, Fortunes, Fiddles, & Fried
Chicken, written by journalist Bill Carey, is a comprehensive account of the city’s history.

   Carey includes the beginnings of Maxwell House Coffee and its marketing campaigns. He chronicles the
National Life & Accident Insurance Co., a business that helped Nashville become the home of country music
and a major tourist destination. Carey also reveals the series of events resulting in a federal investigation of
Columbia/HCA and the subsequent firing of the company’s CEO.

   Other anecdotes and bottom-line analyses that Carey includes are the rise and fall of Caldwell & Co., the
bond-trading house led by Rogers Caldwell that almost single-handedly gave Nashville the nickname “Wall
Street of the South”; a complete history of Genesco, an apparel giant led by Maxey Jarman that fell on hard
times in the 1970s; and the bizarre saga of Minnie Pearl’s Fried Chicken, a company founded by brothers
John Jay and Henry Hooker that went from a stock-market darling to a legendary failure in only a few
months.

   J.C. (Jimmy) Bradford Jr. is one of many people who remembers Minnie Pearl’s Fried Chicken, according
to Carey. “People just went hog wild,” said Bradford. “I remember going to a cocktail party where John Jay
walked in and there were about 10 people wanting to grab him because they wanted to get in.”

   Fortunes, Fiddles, & Fried Chicken also shares the life stories of people who founded and led Nashville
companies, from Kentucky Fried Chicken and HCA cofounder Jack Massey to Third National Bank
president Sam Fleming to H.G. Hill Sr., founder of H.G. Hill Food Stores.

   In the words of H.G. Hill Stores Co. president, Wentworth Caldwell Jr., his grandfather H.G. Hill Sr. was
the “kind of person who would get off a streetcar, turn to his employee and say, ‘We are going to build a
store here! Get everybody out here! We are going to have that thing opened by Monday and by God that is
what we are going to do.’”

   John Egerton, author of Nashville: The Faces of Two Centuries, said of Carey’s book, “For a town that
takes great pride in the quality of its business enterprises, Nashville has been surprisingly negligent about
recording the stories of its biggest deals and dealmakers—the triumphs as well as the disasters. Bill Carey’s
book dramatically changes all that.”

   Carey said he hopes the book adds to Nashville’s sense of community and sense of identity.

   “I hope that as people read the stories of entities such as DuPont, the United Methodist Publishing House,
and the Nashville Bridge Co. they will become more proud of their hometown. But most importantly, I hope
that this book helps the entrepreneurs and executives of the twenty-first century to avoid the mistakes of the
past,” Carey said.



   Carey is a native of Huntsville, Ala., and a former naval flight officer. A graduate of Vanderbilt University,
he has worked as a reporter for many publications since he moved to Tennessee in 1992. Carey lives in East
Nashville with his wife and step-daughter. This is his first book.
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Barone:

This Fortunes, Fiddles and Fried Chicken : A Business History of Nashville are reliable for you who want to
be a successful person, why. The reason of this Fortunes, Fiddles and Fried Chicken : A Business History of
Nashville can be one of the great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple reading
through food but feed you with information that might be will shock your previous knowledge. This book
will be handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed
types. Beside that this Fortunes, Fiddles and Fried Chicken : A Business History of Nashville giving you an
enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that could it useful in your
day task. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Carmen Annunziata:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book especially book entitled Fortunes,
Fiddles and Fried Chicken : A Business History of Nashville the mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely might be your mind friends.
Imaging each and every word written in a guide then become one form conclusion and explanation which
maybe you never get before. The Fortunes, Fiddles and Fried Chicken : A Business History of Nashville
giving you one more experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful details for your
better life on this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will probably
be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary
paying spare time activity?

Faye Berg:

Beside this particular Fortunes, Fiddles and Fried Chicken : A Business History of Nashville in your phone,
it could give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge
you are going to got here is fresh from the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an old people live in
narrow community. It is good thing to have Fortunes, Fiddles and Fried Chicken : A Business History of
Nashville because this book offers for you readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you
seldom get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this with your hand.
The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you
still want to miss the item? Find this book and read it from today!

Travis Smith:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is created or printed or illustrated from each source in which filled update of
news. Within this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From
media social such as newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic.



You can add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or
just looking for the Fortunes, Fiddles and Fried Chicken : A Business History of Nashville when you desired
it?
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