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Modern Japanese Aesthetics is the first work in English on the history of the Japanese philosophy of art,
from its inception in the 1870s to the present. In addition to the historical information and discussion of
aesthetic issues that appear in the introductions to each of the chapters, the book presents English translations
of otherwise inaccessible major works on Japanese aesthetics, beginning with a complete and annotated
translation of the first work in the field, Nishi Amane's Bimyogaku Setsu (The Theory of Aesthetics).

In its four sections (The Subject of Aesthetics, Aesthetic Categories, Poetic Expression, Postmodernism and
Aesthetics), Modern Japanese Aesthetics discusses the momentous efforts made by Japanese thinkers to
master, assimilate, and transform Western philosophical systems to discuss their own literary and artistic
heritage. Readers are introduced to debates between the unconditional supporters of Western ideas (Onishi
Hajime) and more cautious approaches to the literary and artistic past (Okakura Kakuzo, Tsubouchi Shoyo).
The institutionalization of aesthetics as an academic subject is discussed and the work of some of Japan's
most distinguished professional aestheticians (Onishi Yoshimori, Imamichi Tomonobu), philosophers
(Kusanagi Masao, Nishitani Keiji, Sakabe Megumi), and literary critics (Karatani Kojin) is included. Modern
Japanese Aesthetics is a sophisticated and energetic volume on the process that led to the construction of
aesthetic categories used by Japanese and, later, Western scholars in discussing Japanese literature and arts.
This important work will be essential reading for anyone concerned with the formation of a critical
vocabulary in Japan.

Modern Japanese Aesthetics: A Reader is a companion volume to A History of Modern Japanese Aesthetics
(UH Press, 2001).
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From reader reviews:

Cary Burgess:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading
behavior give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information
inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of
book you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with training books but if you want feel happy read
one with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The Modern Japanese Aesthetics: A Reader is
kind of e-book which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Jason Hill:

This Modern Japanese Aesthetics: A Reader are usually reliable for you who want to be described as a
successful person, why. The explanation of this Modern Japanese Aesthetics: A Reader can be one of many
great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple examining food but feed an
individual with information that perhaps will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is usually handy, you
can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed versions. Beside that this
Modern Japanese Aesthetics: A Reader forcing you to have an enormous of experience including rich
vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it
and luxuriate in reading.

Paul Douglas:

The book Modern Japanese Aesthetics: A Reader has a lot details on it. So when you read this book you can
get a lot of gain. The book was compiled by the very famous author. Tom makes some research prior to write
this book. That book very easy to read you may get the point easily after reading this book.

Patricia Cockrell:

The reason why? Because this Modern Japanese Aesthetics: A Reader is an unordinary book that the inside
of the reserve waiting for you to snap that but latter it will distress you with the secret the item inside.
Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who else write the book in such amazing way makes the
content within easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is
good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This amazing book
will give you a lot of benefits than the other book get such as help improving your ability and your critical
thinking way. So , still want to delay having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the publication store
hurriedly.
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