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New Orleans on Parade tells the story of the Big Easy in the twentieth century. In this urban biography, J.
Mark Souther explores the Crescent City's architecture, music, food and alcohol, folklore and spiritualism,
Mardi Gras festivities, and illicit sex commerce in revealing how New Orleans became a city that parades
itself to visitors and residents alike.

Stagnant between the Civil War and World War II -- a period of great expansion nationally -- New Orleans
unintentionally preserved its distinctive physical appearance and culture. Though business, civic, and
government leaders tried to pursue conventional modernization in the 1940s, competition from other Sunbelt
cities as well as a national economic shift from production to consumption gradually led them to seize on
tourism as the growth engine for future prosperity, giving rise to a veritable gumbo of sensory attractions. A
trend in historic preservation and the influence of outsiders helped fan this newfound identity, and the city's
residents learned to embrace rather than disdain their past.

A growing reliance on the tourist trade fundamentally affected social relations in New Orleans. African
Americans were cast as actors who shaped the culture that made tourism possible while at the same time they
were exploited by the local power structure. As black leaders' influence increased, the white elite attempted
to keep its traditions -- including racial inequality -- intact, and race and class issues often lay at the heart of
controversies over progress. Once the most tolerant diverse city in the South and the nation, New Orleans
came to lag behind the rest of the country in pursuing racial equity.

Souther traces the ascendancy of tourism in New Orleans through the final decades of the twentieth century
and beyond, examining the 1984 World's Fair, the collapse of Louisiana's oil industry in the eighties, and the
devastating blow dealt by Hurricane Katrina in 2005. Narrated in a lively style and resting on a bedrock of
research, New Orleans on Parade is a landmark book that allows readers to fully understand the image-
making of the Big Easy.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Jackson:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As you
may know that book is very important for us. The book New Orleans on Parade: Tourism and the
Transformation of the Crescent City (Making the Modern South) was making you to know about other
knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The reserve New
Orleans on Parade: Tourism and the Transformation of the Crescent City (Making the Modern South) is not
only giving you considerably more new information but also to get your friend when you feel bored. You can
spend your personal spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship with all the book New Orleans
on Parade: Tourism and the Transformation of the Crescent City (Making the Modern South). You never feel
lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Amy Mueller:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
data. When you read a publication you will get new information mainly because book is one of a number of
ways to share the information as well as their idea. Second, looking at a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially hype book the author will bring someone to imagine the
story how the people do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other folks. When you read
this New Orleans on Parade: Tourism and the Transformation of the Crescent City (Making the Modern
South), you can tells your family, friends and soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire others,
make them reading a guide.

John Lyons:

The actual book New Orleans on Parade: Tourism and the Transformation of the Crescent City (Making the
Modern South) has a lot associated with on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of benefit.
The book was authored by the very famous author. Tom makes some research just before write this book.
This book very easy to read you can get the point easily after scanning this book.

Joseph Carter:

Reading a book being new life style in this season; every people loves to read a book. When you learn a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, because
book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you
have read. In order to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you act like
you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, as well as soon.
The New Orleans on Parade: Tourism and the Transformation of the Crescent City (Making the Modern
South) provide you with a new experience in studying a book.
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