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Philosophy Beside Itself  was first published in 1986. Minnesota Archive Editions uses digital technology to
make long-unavailable books once again accessible, and are published unaltered from the original University
of Minnesota Press editions.

The writings of French philosopher Jacques Derrida have been the single most powerful influence on critical
theory and practice in the United States over the past decade. But with few exceptions American
philosophers have taken little or no interest in Derrida's work, and the task of reception, translation, and
commentary has been left to literary critics. As a result, Derrida has appeared as a figure already defined by
essentially literary critical activities and interests.

Stephen Melville's aim in Philosophy Beside Itself  is to insist upon and clarify the distinctions between
philosophy and criticism. He argues that until we grasp Derrida's philosophical project as such, we remain
fundamentally unable to see his significance for criticism. In terms derived from Stanley Cavell's writings on
modernism, Melville develops a case for Derrida as a modernist philosopher, working at once within and
against that tradition and discipline.

Melville first places Derrida in a Hegelian context, the structure of which he explores by examining the work
of Heidegger, Lacan, and Bataille. With this foundation, he is able to reappraise the project of deconstructive
criticism as developed in Paul de Man's Blindness and Insight and further articulated by other Yale critics.
Central to this critique is the ambivalent relationship between deconstructive criticism and Lacanian
psychoanalysis. Criticism—radical self-criticism—is a central means through which the difficult facts of
human community come to recognition, and Melville argues for criticism as an activity intimately bound to
the ways in which we do and do not belong in time and in community. Derrida's achievement has been to
find a new and necessary way to assert that the task of philosophy is criticism; the task of literary criticism is
to assume the burden of that achievement.

Stephen Melville is an assistant professor of English at Syracuse University, and Donald Marshall is a
professor of English at the University of Iowa.
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From reader reviews:

Lou Bryant:

Here thing why this specific Philosophy Beside Itself: On Deconstruction and Modernism (Theory and
History of Literature) are different and reputable to be yours. First of all examining a book is good but it
depends in the content from it which is the content is as delicious as food or not. Philosophy Beside Itself:
On Deconstruction and Modernism (Theory and History of Literature) giving you information deeper since
different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no e-book that similar with Philosophy Beside
Itself: On Deconstruction and Modernism (Theory and History of Literature). It gives you thrill studying
journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is probably can be
happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your approach home by
train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of Philosophy Beside
Itself: On Deconstruction and Modernism (Theory and History of Literature) in e-book can be your
alternative.

Keesha Marks:

The actual book Philosophy Beside Itself: On Deconstruction and Modernism (Theory and History of
Literature) will bring you to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to explain the
idea is very unique. When you try to find new book you just read, this book very ideal to you. The book
Philosophy Beside Itself: On Deconstruction and Modernism (Theory and History of Literature) is much
recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can quickly to
read the book.

John Lambeth:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many problem for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book and also novel and Philosophy Beside Itself: On
Deconstruction and Modernism (Theory and History of Literature) or even others sources were given
expertise for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science
reserve was created for teacher or even students especially. Those books are helping them to bring their
knowledge. In some other case, beside science publication, any other book likes Philosophy Beside Itself: On
Deconstruction and Modernism (Theory and History of Literature) to make your spare time considerably
more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Clara Radtke:

A lot of publication has printed but it is unique. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the
top book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is referred to as of book
Philosophy Beside Itself: On Deconstruction and Modernism (Theory and History of Literature). Contain



your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make a person
happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one destination
for a other place.
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