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The question of whether abortion should or should not be permitted, and under what circumstances, is among
the most difficult and sometimes anguished decisions for contemporary men and women. How we feel about
thisissue, and what actions we take, help to define our image of who we are as social beings. In the midst of
the surrounding poalitical, ethical, and religious debate, people everywhere are once again examining their
conscience and their beliefs, and turning to unutilized sources of information as they seek to come to terms
with this contentious issue. And as emotions run high, it is helpful to step back from the highly charged arena
to reconsider the underlying scientific facts about human development.

In The Facts of Life, Harold Morowitz and James Trefil, two distinguished scientists and science writers,
examine what modern biology can contribute to our understanding of this debate. Sensitive to the myriad
ethical and religious arguments beyond the realm of science that swirl around abortion, the authors focus on
one crucial question--when does afetus acquire "humanness,” that quality that sets us apart from all other
living things. From the viewpoint of science, they argue, "humanness' begins with the possession of a highly
developed cerebral cortex. While humans are linked via cell structure and cell chemistry with all life on our
planet--from monkeysto fruit flies to pumpkins--it is the human brain structure which makes us who we are.
Reviewing the latest advancesin molecular biology, evolutionary biology, embryology, neurophysiology,
and neonatol ogy--fields that all bear on this question--the authors reveal a surprising consensus of scientific
opinion on when humanness begins.

A lucid primer on the biological aspects of the abortion issue, The Facts of Lifeis also afascinating inquiry,
across various scientific disciplines, into what makes us uniquely human. Anyone who struggles with the
issue of abortion will be grateful to find awork that moves this heated issue from the intensely emotional
area it has occupied to the calmer domain of science.
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From reader reviews:
Shirley Dildy:

Book is actually written, printed, or outlined for everything. Y ou can recognize everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. Aswe know that book isimportant thing to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A book The Facts of Life: Science and the
Abortion Controversy will make you to end up being smarter. Y ou can feel considerably more confidence if
you can know about anything. But some of you think that open or reading any book make you bored. It isn't
make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or suitable book with
you?

Brenda Blackmer:

This The Facts of Life: Science and the Abortion Controversy book is not really ordinary book, you have
after that it the world isin your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book will be information inside
this guide incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper you read alot of information you will
get. This The Facts of Life: Science and the Abortion Controversy without we recognize teach the one who
studying it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't become worry The Facts of Life: Science
and the Abortion Controversy can bring once you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves become
full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even telephone. This The Facts of Life: Science and
the Abortion Controversy having very good arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not really feel
uninterested in reading.

Rigoberto Hamilton:

The ability that you get from The Facts of Life: Science and the Abortion Controversy will be the more deep
you searching the information that hide inside the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It
doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but The Facts of Life: Science and the Abortion
Controversy giving you excitement feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in specific way that can
be understood simply by anyone who read the item because the author of this e-book is well-known enough.
That book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go
to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having that The Facts of Life:
Science and the Abortion Controversy instantly.

Mary Jacabs:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many concern for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes reading through, not only science book but novel and The Facts of Life: Science and the
Abortion Controversy or maybe others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the
good a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or even



students especially. Those guides are helping them to add their knowledge. In some other case, beside
science e-book, any other book likes The Facts of Life: Science and the Abortion Controversy to make your
spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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