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Sight, smell, hearing, taste, and touch?as they were celebrated during the Enlightenment and as they
are perceived today.

Blindfolding children from birth? Playing a piano made of live cats? Using tobacco to cure drowning?
Wearing “flea”-colored clothes? These actions may seem odd to us, but in the eighteenth century, they made
perfect sense.

As often as we use our senses, we rarely stop to think about their place in history. But perception is not
dependent on the body alone. Carolyn Purnell persuasively shows that, while our bodies may not change
dramatically, the way we think about the senses and put them to use has been rather different over the ages.
Journeying through the past three hundred years, Purnell explores how people used their senses in ways that
might shock us now. And perhaps more surprisingly, she shows how many of our own ways of life are a
legacy of this earlier time.

The Sensational Past focuses on the ways in which small, peculiar, and seemingly unimportant facts open up
new ways of thinking about the past. You will explore the sensory worlds of the Enlightenment, learning
how people in the past used their senses, understood their bodies, and experienced the rapidly shifting world
around them.

In this smart and witty work, Purnell reminds us of the value of daily life and the power of the smallest
aspects of existence using culinary history, fashion, medicine, music, and many other aspects of
Enlightenment life.

11 illustrations
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From reader reviews:

Sheldon Downs:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This The Sensational Past: How the Enlightenment Changed the Way We Use
Our Senses book is readable simply by you who hate the straight word style. You will find the data here are
arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to
supply to you. The writer connected with The Sensational Past: How the Enlightenment Changed the Way
We Use Our Senses content conveys prospect easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-
book are not different in the written content but it just different in the form of it. So , do you nevertheless
thinking The Sensational Past: How the Enlightenment Changed the Way We Use Our Senses is not loveable
to be your top record reading book?

Ramona Wegener:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a reserve you will get new information since book is one of several ways to share the
information or their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you actually more imaginative. When you
looking at a book especially hype book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how the
people do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this
The Sensational Past: How the Enlightenment Changed the Way We Use Our Senses, you are able to tells
your family, friends and also soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make
them reading a reserve.

Lisa Vazquez:

You may get this The Sensational Past: How the Enlightenment Changed the Way We Use Our Senses by
check out the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve challenge if you get
difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by written or printed and also can
you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking from your mobile
phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information
about your reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still update. Let's try
to choose proper ways for you.

Joseph Boyd:

That book can make you to feel relax. That book The Sensational Past: How the Enlightenment Changed the
Way We Use Our Senses was multi-colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book The
Sensational Past: How the Enlightenment Changed the Way We Use Our Senses has many kinds or style.
Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and feel that you



are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it can make you feel
happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading in which.
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