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In this landmark collection of essays, published as Totem and Taboo: Resemblances Between the Psychic
Lives of Savages and Neurotics in 1918, the father of psychoanalysis explores the conflict between primitive
feelings and the demands of civilization, i.e., the struggle to reconcile unconscious desires with socially
acceptable behavior.
Totemism, a concept found in societies around the world, involves the belief in a sacred relationship between
an object (totem) and a human kinship group. Men and women bearing the same totem are prohibited from
marrying each other, this being a form of incest taboo. Freud identifies a strong unconscious inclination as
the basis of taboo, and he attempts to define its source by tracing the earliest appearance in childhood
development of totemism. After an examination of the incest taboo in primitive societies around the world,
Freud discusses taboo and the ambivalence of emotions; animism, magic, and the omnipotence of thought;
and the infantile recurrence of totemism.
An important work by one of the twentieth century's most influential thinkers, Totem and Taboo is essential
reading for teachers and students of psychology as well as those with an interest in ethnology and folklore.
This inexpensive edition offers all readers access to one of Freud's most penetrating attempts to decipher the
mysteries of human behavior.
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From reader reviews:

Luz Davis:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave,
like looking for your favorite guide and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem;
you can add your knowledge by the book entitled Totem and Taboo (Dover Thrift Editions). Try to make the
book Totem and Taboo (Dover Thrift Editions) as your friend. It means that it can being your friend when
you experience alone and beside that of course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned
for yourself. The book makes you more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , let
me make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Arlene Martin:

With other case, little persons like to read book Totem and Taboo (Dover Thrift Editions). You can choose
the best book if you love reading a book. So long as we know about how is important a new book Totem and
Taboo (Dover Thrift Editions). You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by the book.
Absolutely right, simply because from book you can learn everything! From your country till foreign or
abroad you will be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can
easily open a book as well as searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel
bored to go to the library. Let's read.

Nolan Russell:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, likely to
beach, or picnic in the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to
something different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book could be option to fill
your free of charge time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If
you want to attempt look for book, may be the reserve untitled Totem and Taboo (Dover Thrift Editions) can
be good book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Tommy Worm:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. That Totem and Taboo (Dover Thrift Editions) can give
you a lot of close friends because by you checking out this one book you have issue that they don't and make
a person more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get success. This guide
offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than additional make you to
be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let us have Totem and Taboo (Dover Thrift Editions).
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